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Introduction 
1 This discipline policy and procedure sets out the sanctions that can be decided by 

the Club Committee for misconduct by members of Battle Baptist Football Club (ie 
players and Club Officials). It is acknowledged that the Club’s policies, rules and 
code of conduct can only be effective if there is a disciplinary process to support 
them, which is fair and consistent. 

 
Role of Club Committee 
2 The Club Committee should delegate decision making to two or more individual 

committee members so that, in any one case, different committee members make 
the separate sanction and appeal decisions. This will ensure that appeal decisions 
are made independently of the original sanction decision. 

 
Misconduct on the field of play 
Substitution 
3 For misconduct on the field of play, a player will be substituted, whether yellow 

carded or not, at the discretion of the manager, 
 
Yellow Cards 
4 For receiving a yellow card, a player will pay the standard County FA fine. He may  
       also receive an additional fine and/or penalty from the Club – see para 9 below. 

 
5 In exceptional circumstances: the manager, and any Club Committee members  

present at the match, may agree unanimously that a yellow card had been 
inappropriate (eg in cases of  misidentification). In such circumstances, the club will  

      pay the County FA fine.  
 
Red Cards 
6 For receiving a red card, a player will pay a County FA fine and receive a County 

ban from at least one match; He may also receive an additional fine and/or penalty 
from the Club - see para 9 below. 

 
7 In exceptional circumstances: the Club Committee may consider that a red card 

had been inappropriate. In such circumstances, the club will pay the standard 
appeal fee. If such an appeal fails, then the club will pay for any fines that the player 
is due to pay as a result of the red card being issued. 
 

Additional Club Fines and Penalties 
8 If a player receives any of the following:   

a. a yellow card for blatantly intentional misconduct; 
b. or a red card; 
c. or more than one yellow card or red card in the same season in different 

matches ….. 
……… the Club Committee must decide whether additional sanctions shall apply 
depending on the severity of the offence(s).  

 
 
9 Such sanctions may include one or more of the following: 
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a) a verbal or written warning; 
b) a ban from starting the next match, although he may be a substitute; 
c) a total ban from the next match and possibly additional matches (on top of any 

County ban if a red card); 
d) removal from the team for the remainder of the current season; 
e) removal from the Club Committee, if the offender is a Club official; 
f) in extreme circumstances, expulsion from the club (see para 11 below). 

  
10 The factors which the Club Committee will take into account include: 

• the severity of the offence and whether it was clearly intentional; 

• the number of yellow or red cards the player has received in the past; 

• the age of the player and their ability to pay; 

• and whether any events took place on the last game of the season (which 
would make any match bans possibly less feasible).   

Expulsion 
11 Under the Club’s Constitution, the Club Committee have the authority to expel a 

player or Club official when, having taken into account the factors in para 9 above, 
the Committee decide it would not be in the interests of the Club for the player or 
official to remain in the Club. Any person who is expelled from the Club will not be 
entitled to claim any share of any Club property. 

 
Appeal 
12 Any “offending” player or official has the right of appeal against their sanction 

(including expulsion). The appellant: 

• must write to the Committee within 14 days of the date of the sanction, 
setting out clear grounds and evidence as to why they consider the 
Committee’s decision to be incorrect; 

• has the right to have a personal hearing with the Committee, which the 
Committee will set. 

 
13 After the hearing, the Committee will have 14 days to make a final decision and put 

it in writing to the appellant. Appellants have the right to seek guidance from the 
County Football Association where they feel they have been treated unfairly by the 
Club’s Committee. 

 
Misconduct at other times 
14 Exceptional situations may arise when a player of Club official breaches Club 

policies, rules and code of conduct, and the Committee consider the misconduct 
warrants a sanction. In such situations, the Committee can follow the actions set out 
in paras 9 to 13 below. 
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